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                                                                                                                                                                                      December 30, 2016
SUBJECT:  2017 USABA Goalball Team Entry Guidelines
Dear USABA Goalball Friends,
Hard to believe the 2017 USABA Goalball season is nearly here!     

Please take a few moments and familiarize yourselves with the attached guidelines that will be used for the 2017 season.  Although we’ve been using this process for several years, I still have many teams who have not taken the time to become familiar with the guidelines.  A key part of the process is your submission of team rosters.  When you submit rosters, please ensure they are complete as possible, they include a good contact person for your team or program, and ensure those on listed your roster have a 2017 or lifetime USABA membership (membership forms can be found at: www.usaba.org).  Also remember that if you need to add players later, you can do so as long as you don’t exceed the 15 player limit and players you intend to add are not on the rosters of another team (if you’re not sure you can contact me).   I’m not as concerned about the form as having the names and information in a timely manner.  If an email works best for you, that’s OK. 

New for 2017 is a requirement for completion of a concussion management course provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention http://www.cdc.gov/headsup/highschoolsports/index.html.  This course is free, and can be completed on-line in about 30 minutes.  Anyone added to your team rosters and your Goalball Score Sheet – Game Information at a competition and will sit on your bench as “staff” (anyone who is not listed on the sheet as an athlete) must compete the course and submit a copy of their course completion certificate to me before they can participate in a USABA sanctioned competition.  We will accept concussion management courses provided from other sources provided the course was completed in 2016 and proof of completion can be provided. 
The concussion management course requirement is in addition to the existing requirement for this same group to have completed USOC SafeSport Training.   Anyone who took the training last year has met this requirement.  The course is free and can be found here: http://training.teamusa.org/store/details/1.  Proof of training must be provided prior to being permitted to participate in a USABA sanctioned competition.  
Attention Canadian teams:  New this year is the requirement that any Canadian teams that participate in USABA sanctioned tournaments must submit a team roster and comply with the same registration requirements as teams from the USA.   The only exception is that in 2017 we will not require Canadian teams to obtain USABA membership as long as they are Canadian Blind Sports Association members.   We have taken this step to ensure all teams that participate in our tournaments are held to the same rules as USA teams, which are designed to prevent athletes from playing on multiple teams during the course of a season.   As in past years, Canadian and international teams and players can play in our regional tournaments but they are ineligible to compete in the USA national championships.  
Please submit your rosters to me by January 31, 2017.  
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Best wishes for a great holiday season—we hope to see you on the court in 2017!
JOHN POTTS

USABA Goalball Program Coordinator
2 Enclosures: 
1.  2017 USABA Goalball Team/Program Guidelines
2.  2017 USABA Goalball Team/Program Roster
2017 USABA GOALBALL TEAM/PROGRAM ENTRY GUIDELINES 
1. These guidelines apply to adult teams or that participate in USABA sanctioned tournaments during calendar year 2017. These guidelines do not apply to youth or school conference goalball programs, or the USABA National High School Goalball Championships.

2. All USA and Canadian teams playing in USABA sanctioned adult tournaments must have an approved team/program roster on file with USABA.  
3. By January 31, 2017, each team or program will submit (by email) a copy of the completed team roster (attached) to the USABA Goalball Program Coordinator (jpotts@usaba.org) that can include up to fifteen athletes per team.    
4. Each team or program may include one sighted athlete on their roster.  The sighted athlete must be the same gender as the team or program and the total of sighted and non-sighted athletes may not exceed the existing fifteen athlete limit per team or program.  The sighted athlete will be identified on the team roster as the team’s sighted athlete.  Regardless of how teams are split up under a given program, only one sighted athlete is permitted per team roster.  When teams under a program split, they will have to decide how the one sighted athlete is used. 
5. Rosters will be reviewed for membership compliance and to ensure no athlete is being submitted on more than one team or program roster.  
6. In the event an athlete appears on more than one team or program roster, the athlete will be contacted by the USABA Goalball Program Coordinator to determine where the athlete wants to play. 

7. Once a team is established and team rosters approved by USABA Goalball Program Coordinator, athletes will remain on that team or program roster for the entire calendar year season. 
7.1 If an athlete leaves a team during the course of the season, they cannot join another team.  They must play as a pool player for the remainder of the season. 
7.2 If a team does not submit a full roster, they may later add players to fill a roster.  Any players added must meet the same eligibility requirements outlined in these procedures and the roster must be approved by USABA prior to those added athletes playing in a USABA sanctioned tournament. 
8. Formation of new teams during the course of the season is encouraged and is essential to the continued growth of the USABA goalball program.  New teams may be added to compete in USABA tournaments as follows:

8.1 A single program may request to split into two or more separate teams during tournaments.  
8.1.1 All other rules apply and if a player does not play for a team registered under the program, they must then play as a pool player.   
8.1.2 Although teams may be permitted to split into more than one team, the overall team is still limited to one sighted player.  The teams will need to determine where the one sighted athlete is used in situations where the team splits.  Additional sighted athletes will not be permitted to accommodate split teams.
8.2 Any new teams or programs formed during the course of the season must submit a team roster to the USABA Goalball Program Coordinator (jpotts@usaba.org) for approval before they can participate in a USABA sanctioned tournament.  The roster of any new team cannot contain players already on the roster of another team.

8.3 An international team (a team from other than the USA or Canada) playing at a tournament on a one time basis may be approved at the discretion of the tournament director.
8.4 Non USA citizens who are permanent USA residents or are attending school in the USA on a full-time basis may participate on USA teams and participate in the USABA Goalball National Championships.  They are subject to all other requirements of USABA membership and placement on a team roster.  
9. Prior to each tournament, the USABA Goalball Program Coordinator will work with each tournament director to ensure teams who register for tournaments have approved rosters on file with USABA and that the team’s entry is limited to the players listed on that team’s roster.  Any players not on a roster will be considered pool players.
10. If a team does not participate in a tournament, but an athlete from that team desires to play in the tournament, they must play as a pool player.  

10.1  Assignment of pool players will be conducted by tournament organizer who will use an impartial system to assign players to teams—pool players cannot request assignment to specific teams and teams cannot request specific pool players.
10.2 Teams will not be permitted contact a potential pool player directly to negotiate adding them directly to their team roster.  
11. Any team and athlete that plays in the 2017 USABA National Goalball Championship Tournament must have competed in at least one 2017 USABA adult regional goalball tournament   as either a member of that team or as a pool player.

12. For liability purposes all participants (athletes, coaches/escorts and sighted athletes) must have a current USABA membership.  Renewal forms and an online membership renewal information can be found on the USABA website: http://www.usaba.org.   Members of In the event of an international teams that participate in USABA sanctioned tournaments must also be current USABA members.
13.  CDC Concussion in Sports Course: Any person who is listed on a Goalball Score Sheet – Game Information at a competition in one of the three “staff” slots must compete the free CDC Concussion in Sports Course provided by the National Federation of State High Schools: http://www.cdc.gov/headsup/highschoolsports/index.html.

        This course can be taken in about 30 minutes.  Proof of completion of this course or current certification from another provider must be provided prior to being permitted to participate.
14.  USOC SafeSport Training:  Any person who is listed on a Goalball Score Sheet – Game Information at a competition in one of the three “staff” slots must compete USOC SafeSport Training.  If you already took the course, you will not need to take the course again in 2017.  This free online course that can be completed in under an hour and can be found here: http://training.teamusa.org/store/details/1.  If you plan to have individuals sit on your team benches it is your responsibility to ensure they are aware of this requirement.  
15. These guidelines will remain in effect through the 2017 adult goalball season unless sooner revised.
2017 USABA GOALBALL TEAM/PROGRAM ROSTER
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Please submit a copy of this roster to jpotts@usaba.org by January 31, 2017.  If you do not use all fifteen slots and later decide to add athletes, please submit a revised roster.  Please identify your sighted athlete on the sighted athlete line.  Although teams can be split to accommodate local athlete availability, they will not be entitled to additional sighted athletes.  If the program may be split into more than one team, please provide the name of all teams under the team name.  
Although we are not asking for names of coaches on this roster, please remember anyone who will be added to a team’s game roster at a competition in any capacity other than as a player must complete USOC SafeSport Training and the CDC Concussion in Sports course.  Specific details can be found here: http://training.teamusa.org/store/details/1 and here http://www.cdc.gov/headsup/highschoolsports/index.html.

TEAM CONTACT: ____________________________________

CONTACT EMAIL: _____________________

CONTACT PHONE: ____________________

DATE:  ______________

